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Topics to be Covered

• 14 CFR Part 26 Background
• Purpose of the Part 26 Rules
• 14 CFR Part 26 Rules
• Effect on U.S. Operators
• Supporting our Foreign Partners
• Wrapping it all up
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14 CFR Part 26 Background

• 2003 
– The FAA Flight Standards (AFS) and Aircraft 

Certification (AIR) Services reviewed certain safety 
initiatives for transport category airplanes. 

– The goal of the review was to develop an integrated 
plan for efficiently implementing safety 
improvements. 

• 2007
– Part 26 is implemented @ amendment level 
– Typically applies only to DAHs such as Boeing, 

Airbus, Bombardier, and Embraer
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Notas de la presentación
Part 26 CONTINUED AIRWORTHINESS AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRANSPORT CATEGORY AIRPLANES
Sec. 26.1�Purpose and scope.��[(a) This part establishes requirements for support of the continued airworthiness of and safety improvements for transport category airplanes. These requirements may include performing assessments, developing design changes, developing revisions to Instructions for Continued Airworthiness (ICA), and making necessary documentation available to affected persons. Requirements of this part that establish standards for design changes and revisions to the ICA are considered airworthiness requirements.�(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section, this part applies to the following persons, as specified in each subpart of this part:�(1) Holders of type certificates and supplemental type certificates.�(2) Applicants for type certificates and supplemental type certificates and changes to those certificates (including service bulletins describing design changes).�(3) Persons seeking design approval for airplane repairs, alterations, or modifications that may affect airworthiness.�(4) Holders of type certificates and their licensees producing new airplanes.�(c) An applicant for approval of a design change is not required to comply with any applicable airworthiness requirement of this part if the applicant elects or is required to comply with a corresponding amendment to part 25 of this chapter that is adopted concurrently or after that airworthiness requirement.�(d) For the purposes of this part, the word ``type certificate'' does not include supplemental type certificates.]��Amdt. 26-0, Eff. 12/10/07
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Purpose of the Part 26 Rules
• 14 CFR Part 26 was created to support fleet 

wide proactive approach to 
– Identify potential failures 
– Develop necessary fixes before accidents happen

• Shared responsibility between 
– Authorities
– DAH
– Operators

• Previous attempts at proactive rulemaking 
were only partially successful
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Notas de la presentación
Previous safety program failures led to the creation of part 26 such as
Flight deck door reinforcement
Time available for operators to install reinforced doors was significantly less than planned because DAH’s delivered service data & parts slower than expected.
Class D-to-C cargo compartment enhancements
One DAH did not develop necessary modifications in time for operator compliance
SFAR88
DAHs made service data available much more slowly than required

Previous assumptions associated with those earlier attempts at fleet wide campaigns proved to be incorrect.  Some examples of these incorrect assumptions are: 
DAHs would be willing and able to prioritize engineering and design changes to support operators implementation of new safety enhancements required by new operational rules. 
All parties would use sufficient compliance planning
Foreign authorities would observe and buy-into our programs without dedicated communication
Industry and FAA ACOs would know how to show and find compliance without dedicated training
Use of advisory committee recommendations was not necessary
Advisory materials would be available concurrent with the rule without explicit planning
DAHs, operators, and ACOs would all have common understandings of rule application and compliance methodologies without active management for standardization
All DAHs and operators would comply on time without enforcement
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14 CFR Part 26 Rules

• Address safety issues involving large fleets 
of airplanes
– Wide spread fatigue damage
– Fuel tank issues
– Aging airplane safety

• Require design approval holders (DAHs) to 
– take action for existing airplanes
– make data available to operators

• Do not apply directly to operators
– Supporting guidance can be found in FAA Advisory 

Circular 26-1
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Since 2007, FAA has issued 4 DAH rules
Enhanced Airworthiness Program for Airplane Systems and Fuel Tank Safety (EAPAS - FTS) 
Fuel Tank Flammability Reduction (FTFR)
Aging Airplane Safety Final Rule (AASFR)
Widespread Fatigue Damage (WFD)

Typically, DAH must take some action.  The result of this action is then made available to our operators, who are required to use that information by their own (coordinated) operational rules.
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Effect on U.S. Operators
• If there is a requirement for operators, there 

will be a corresponding operational rule

• For example: Limit of Validity (LOV) Rule
– 26.21 required DAHs to 

• establish LOV
• incorporate that LOV into an airworthiness 

limitation item (ALI)
• make the ALI available to operators

– 121.1115 and 129.115 required operators to
• incorporate the ALI from part 26 into their 

maintenance program
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Speaking on this from our perspective to operators under our purview:

As the FAA develops part 26 rules, AIR and AFS work very closely together to ensure that there is seamless transition between development of data by DAHs and use of that data by operators.

RECAL that the FAA’s oversight of affected operations falls to our Flight Standards line of business and thus is only applicable to U.S. operators. Our purview does not extend to foreign operators, however, we will support foreign CAAs (on their registry) upon request.

Implementation of the new operational rules are handled just like the operator / authority would handle any other updated operational rule.  

Part 26 simply ensures that DAHs develop and provide the data that operators will need in meeting new operational requirements.

In the example, the effected operator was required to simply incorporate a new airworthiness limitation into their maintenance program.

The authority just needs to ensure that their operator is in compliance with their operational rules.
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Effect on U.S. Operators, Cont’d
• FAA AC 26-1; Continued Airworthiness and 

Safety Improvements
– Per paragraph 4. f. highlights the relationship 

between the DAH, the operators, and the FAA
• Operators are not typically involved in the certification or 

data development/approval phases of the process
• Primarily operators are expected to ensure incorporation of 

the DAH’s changes into their effected fleet
– PS-ANM110-7-12-2005, effective July 2005 

• Has more information about the DAH’s and operators’ 
responsibilities

• Also outlines how the FAA and operator work together 
when a DAH no longer exists
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AC 26-1
The intent of the guidance in this AC is to provide a systematic approach for implementing design approval holder (DAH) and operator compliance requirements for certain safety initiatives. 


Para 4.f. Compliance Process – Operator
The normal basis for changes to an operator’s Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Program (CAMP) may be recommendations from the DAHs, alternative methods of compliance with regulatory requirements such as airworthiness directives, or change requirements indicated by its reliability program or Continuing Analysis and Surveillance System (CASS). 

The operational rules associated with these safety initiatives may require the following: 
	(a) Airplane repairs and alterations, including modifications approved under an STC, and, 
	(b) Incorporation of ICA, which may include airworthiness limitations, in the CAMP or the inspection program. 

Note: While field approvals for modifications and alterations of transport airplanes may have occurred in the past, they are not recommended per FAA Order 8110.10 Change 21 as may be applied to 14 CFR 121 air carriers (see also Order 8300.10, Volume 2, Chapter 1). 
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Effect on U.S. Operators, Cont’d
• The U.S. operator should propose a plan 

based on data and documents approved by 
the FAA Oversight Office in consideration of 
the following: 
– Incorporating airplane ICA 
– Changing its CAMP 
– Including compliance schedule(s) for the operational 

rules 
– Revising its minimum equipment list (MEL) 
– Submitting the proposed changes to their PI or the 

cognizant FSDO for review and approval

8

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Para 4.f. Compliance Process – Operator
(6) The operator should propose a plan based on data and documents approved by the FAA Oversight Office in consideration of the following: 
	(a) Incorporating airplane ICA that consider potential airplane configuration differences, e.g., changes in wiring architecture due to incorporation of repairs or alterations, changes in airframe structure to allow incorporation of new systems or conversion from a passenger to freighter configuration, etc.; 
	(b) Changing its CAMP or inspection program based on data and documents approved by the Compliance Team; 
	(c) Including any compliance schedule(s) for the operational rules that require the affected operators to achieve a specified level of compliance by a certain time. For example, a rule may require 50 percent of the affected fleet to incorporate the required changes within a specified time prior to the compliance date for 100 percent of the affected fleet; 
	(d) Revising its minimum equipment list (MEL) as may be prescribed by the Master MEL; and 
	(e) Submitting the proposed changes to their PI or the cognizant FSDO for review and approval on a schedule that will provide sufficient time for review, approval, and incorporation to meet the compliance date. 

Note: The FAA recognizes that there may be some occasions where the
DAH is unable to comply with the regulations. There may also be cases
where the DAH no longer exists. As stated in the policy statement (see
Appendix B), under these circumstances the operator is still obligated to
comply with the operational rules. However, the FAA realizes that those
occasions may significantly complicate the operator’s effort to show
compliance with the operational rules. The FAA recommends the affected
operators contact their DAHs early in the compliance process period to
ensure their intent to comply. Operators should also familiarize
themselves with the regulations and the associated guidance information
contained in the relevant ACs and policy so they can determine the best
way to obtain necessary data and documents in the event a DAH is unable
to support the compliance activity. Affected operators are also
encouraged to collaborate with other operators who may also be impacted
by lack of support on the means for compliance.

Note: Some STC holders may choose to surrender their STCs rather than
comply with the DAH requirements. In this case, the data from the STC
remains the property of the STC holder even though the STC has been
surrendered. If an operator wants to obtain the data from the STC to
support compliance with the operational rules, they would need to make
arrangements with the owner of the STC for access to the data.
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Supporting our Foreign Partners

• As an International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) signatory we have a 
responsibility to the international aviation 
community 

• As a State of Design (SoD) we have a 
responsibility to support our approvals on 
products and articles within our purview
– This includes assisting foreign States of Registry 

(SoR) when design issues arise
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Supporting our Foreign Partners

How about we walk through that visually?
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Supporting our Foreign Partners
FAA Perspective

Foreign CAA

FAA

 Receives relevant data and 
documents from the design 
approval holder

 Coordinates/proposes plan 
based on DAH data and 
documents to their CAA

 Review their (SoR) Operator’s plan 
for dealing with:

 ICA incorporation
 Changing its 

CAMP/Inspection program
 Compliance schedules
 Revisions to MELs

 Supports the foreign CAA as needed 
-OR- when the DAH is under our 
purview

 Provides regulatory interpretation to 
the FCAA when needed for issues 
originating from our system

Foreign Operator
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Walk through the steps utilizing the animations
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Wrapping it all up

• How does 14 CFR part 26 affect a non-U.S. 
operator?
– Your operational responsibilities flow back to your 

CAA (the applicable SoR)
– Your CAA will dictate to you their “Part 26” (or 

similar) responsibilities 
• These may or may not derive from U.S. design approval 

holders
– Your CAA will work with the FAA as needed for any 

technical assistance issues that may arise
• Typically only required when the FAA is the cognizant SoD
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If your CAA has an identical, or otherwise similar setup, the standards in part 26 may require the DAHs to: 
performing assessments, 
developing design changes, and 
revising instructions for continued airworthiness for transport category airplanes. 
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FAA Contact Info.
FAA Part 26 POC
Steve Edgar
Program Manager
FAA Aviation Safety
Aircraft Certification Service
Transport Standards Branch, AIR-670

T: 206.231.3153
E: Steve.Edgar@faa.gov

Presenter’s Information
Robert Sprayberry
Aerospace Engineer - TVP
FAA Aviation Safety
Aircraft Certification Service
International Policy Branch, AIR-410

T: 202.267.1655
E: Robert.Sprayberry@faa.gov
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???Questions, questions, who’s got questions???

While I am the willing and able to work with you all in addressing your questions or concerns, I am not the FAA’s official point of contact on this material. Please direct questions to Mr. Steve Edgar at the email address herein. 

mailto:robert.sprayberry@faa.gov
mailto:robert.sprayberry@faa.gov
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